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An Observation about Presence of the King
"Lin Xin" in the Shang Dynasty

Wu, Jun-De’

Abstract

Historical records documenting Lin Xin was the 26th King of the Shang Dynasty,
however there was not any information about the title "Lin Xin" in the Oracle inscriptions, it
is puzzling. This article attempts comparing the appellation of "father X " and "brother X "
from the Oracle inscriptions, and also investigating the phenomenon that is rendered by
sporadic related records in the Oracle inscriptions.

After discussing the related Oracle inscriptions, this article advocates that "Lin Xin" was
the King of the Shang Dynasty once. He was called "Xiong Xin" by Kang Ding in the third
period, "Fu Xin" by Wu Yi in the fourth period and "Zu Xin" or "San ZuXin" or "Xiao Wai
Xin" as the normal name later. Because of its importance is far less lineal Kings, received
less attention, it is very difficult to get a lot of messages of "Lin Xin"in the Oracle
inscriptions. For the sake of Ritual cycle should be consistent with natural law, it can not
help excluding the King Lin Xin from the system of Ritual cycle. It also got the illusion that

there’s no "Lin Xin" in the Oracle inscriptions of the Shang Dynasty.

Keywords: Shang lineage, King’s title, Lin Xin, Ritual cycle, Inscriptions
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