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Literati’s Monologues:
Analysis of Self Obituary and Self Written Epitaph

Guo, Nai-Zhen"

Abstract

Li Sao (Bf%%) was the first autobiographical ode written by Chu Yuan (J&Jf) in the
history of Chinese literature. In this ode, Chu Yuan described his family background, date of
birth and the reference of his name. The writer also expressed his aspiration but lamented for
his frustration and disappointment with the king’s ignorance and scorn. The whole piece of
writing was characterized by a literatus’ monologue. Self obituary/epitaph, on the other hand,
was an anomalous form of autobiography, which was derived from the monologue style of Li
Sao. As a literatus, the writer made a final judgment on himself. When retrospected to his
whole life, the writer had a self-reflection on his merits. There might be recognition,
achievement, critique, regret, gain and loss. This article takes Self Obituary (H%Z30)
authored by Tao Yuan-Ming (F&5{HH) and Self Written Epitaph (5 Fy55E8%) authored by
Zhang Dai (551) as examples, and 1 would like to explore their meanings, literary values,

characteristics and outcomes of this writing style.

Keywords: self obituary, self written epitaph, Zhang Dai, Tao Yuan-Ming, a writing of
life and death

* Department of Chinese,National Taiwan Normal University
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Literati’s Monologues:
Analysis of Self Obituary and Self Written Epitaph

Guo, Nai-Zhen"

Abstract

Li Sao (Bf%%) was the first autobiographical ode written by Chu Yuan (J&Jf) in the
history of Chinese literature. In this ode, Chu Yuan described his family background, date of
birth and the reference of his name. The writer also expressed his aspiration but lamented for
his frustration and disappointment with the king’s ignorance and scorn. The whole piece of
writing was characterized by a literatus’ monologue. Self obituary/epitaph, on the other hand,
was an anomalous form of autobiography, which was derived from the monologue style of Li
Sao. As a literatus, the writer made a final judgment on himself. When retrospected to his
whole life, the writer had a self-reflection on his merits. There might be recognition,
achievement, critique, regret, gain and loss. This article takes Self Obituary (H%Z30)
authored by Tao Yuan-Ming (F&5{HH) and Self Written Epitaph (5 Fy55E8%) authored by
Zhang Dai (551) as examples, and 1 would like to explore their meanings, literary values,

characteristics and outcomes of this writing style.

Keywords: self obituary, self written epitaph, Zhang Dai, Tao Yuan-Ming, a writing of
life and death

* Department of Chinese,National Taiwan Normal University
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