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An Analysis of Intertextuality
of Two Mulan Poems in Yuefu Shiji

Lin, Shu-Yun”

Abstract

This paper aims to analyze the intertextuality of two Mulan poems in Yuefu Shiji.
Intertextuality, a term coined by Julia Kristeva, tries to explore the relationship among
intertwined texts. Any text is not an independent entity, but a product of interaction between
the author and other texts; any text is the absorption and transformation of another. The two
Mulan poems share the same title, almost the same characters and plot, similar narrative
structures, and show macro-intertextuality. By analyzing these two Mulan poems, we found
how Wei’s poem had a dialog, across the time, with the folk song in the process of adding,
removing, rewriting and shifting the lyrics of the later. The difference is mainly manifested
in two aspects. First, the mode of discourse: In his own poem, Wei toned down the sentiment
of the folk song, replaced the dialogue with statements of process instead of results, then
ends with morals. Wei’s poem reveals his rigorous personality and skills in succinct writing
style. Second, the value system: Folk song was popular in the Northern Dynasties, Wei’s
poem was written in Tang Dynasty. Northern Dynasties valued military; Tang Dynasty
respected Confucius. Mulan was regarded as a brave and wise warrior in Northern Dynasties,
but a well-educated lady in Tang Dynasty. In the end, Mulan hoped to come back home as
soon as possible in the folk song; she was considered as good as a boy by her parents in
Wei’s poem. It is not hard to see that the authors are deeply influenced by the social fashion

and cultural tradition, which reflect the values and aesthetic of the time.

Keywords: Yuefu Shiji, Mulan poem, Hua Mulan, Wei Yuanfu, intertextuality
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