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A Different Observation of the Duration
Period of Oracle Bone Inscriptions
Unearthed at Eastern Locus of
Huayuanzhuang in Yin Dynasty Ruins

Wu, Jun-dex*

Abstract

The content of Oracle bone inscriptions unearthed at eastern locus of Huayuanzhuang in
Yin dynasty ruins is different from most Oracle bone inscriptions we’ve known, so there is a
lively discussion among the academic circles. The duration period of inscriptions is one hot
issue of them.

The discussions on duration period of Oracle bone inscriptions at eastern locus of
Huayuanzhuang are divergent. Most of them stand for the inscriptions existing on Wuding’s
period (the 1% period) . Although their opinions base on the archaeological excavation, yet
the Oracle bone inscriptions at eastern locus of Huayuanzhuang are too particular to affirm
the conclusion.

This article approaches a subject from different angles, an offensive of a campaign to
Zhaofang and the result of AMS '*C dating for example. They show us that the duration
period of Oracle bone inscriptions at eastern locus of Huayuanzhuang should be on Wuyi’s

to Wending’s period (after middle 4™ period) .

Keywords : Huayuanzhuang - eastern locus at Huayuanzhuang ~ H3 inscriptions ~ period

classification ~ Ding

# Assistant professor, Department of Chinese Language and Literature, Taipei Municipal University of
Education .
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