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The analysis of the Ming and Qing
Dynasties’ aesthetic theory of female dress
& appearance & carriage-

Chen I Ting"

Abstract

On the basis of the era background of the traditional Chinese literature which was full
of male-dominant point of view, exclusive of the perfect female’s imagination of woman’s
virtues, speech statement, behaviours; the view of female’s dress & appearance & carriage
has been arguing of a long time. As the Chinese intellectuals were disputing toward the
conservative thinking during the period of Ming and Qing Dynasties, the doctrine of
Confucius and Mencius, and the neo-philosophy were severely criticized. Owing to this
situation, as the result, the view of females’ dress & appearance & carriage has changed
gradually.

During the period, the traditional Chinese male and female authors wrote plenty
writings of the description of praising of the female’s dress & appearance & carriage.
Therefore, the issues are raised: what kind of implication within the writings, and based on
the social situation in the past, the words of praising of the female’s dress & appearance &
carriage were either true or virtual. This essay will analyse the questions above with the

article of {Sen-Chan-Ji-O * Sen-Zo-Bu) by Li Yuwei as the main resource.

Keyword : Li Yuwei {Sen-Chan-Ji-O) Appearance Female Value Men expect

" Ching Kuo Institate of management and Health Part-time lecturer.
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