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Teaching Chinese Based on the BCIRC

Ni-Se Peng’

Abstract

The bilingual cooperative integrated reading and comprehension (BCIRC) is
designated to dissolve the isolation among reading, composition, and speech in teaching
language and is characterised by its highly interactive nature, which enable teachers
effectively and rapidly manage to tackle the reading and writing activities of bilingual
students and is suitable for the need of huge classes. Knowing is a cognitive process and
knowledge can be fully grasped only in a dynamic learning process. The teaching of
language is to help students have a good command of the target language and understand
its cultural development. Teaching Chinese as second language, therefore, is more than
teaching linguistic knowledge; it is hands-on practice to gain linguistic skills. That is, to
find out a more effective teaching method and help students improve their abilities, skills,
and strategies of writing is the important and urgent mission what teachers of Chinese
language cannot ignore. It is the origin of this study. However, when one is teaching
Chinese reading and writing to a huge class, as we know it, the biggest obstacle is the fact
that the learners are of diverse abilities in learning and with different knowledge of it.
This study, being one close to action research, is to conquer this difficulty and at the same
time to meet the requirements for writing ability of foreign students. Adopting the
BCIRC as its practical frame, this study is to explore the issues of teaching Chinese
reading and writing by taking 22 Vietnamese students in a class with courses of
script-writing and applied-writing as subjects and to the teaching of reading and writing
the training of reading strategy was also added. It will reveal that applying the BCIRC to

huge classes like the one mentioned above will on the one hand improve students’

*  Associate Professor, Chinese Language Center & Center for General Education, TransWorld
University
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Chinese proficiency with the help from peer learners, and on the other, the individual
developments are emphasised and therewith all levels of students alike will learn to their

advantage.

Key words: teaching and learning Chinese, reading comprehension, learning transference,
Bilingual Cooperative Integrated Reading and Comprehension (BCIRC),

action research
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