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A Case Study of the Toy Library

in Chenxi Tribe

Shu-Syuan Zeng , Shu-Fen Cheng™

Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore the establishment and implementation
process of the toy library in the Chenxi tribe. A qualitative-oriented case study method
was utilized in this research. Data collection included the interview transcripts of the
related people, the reports and documents of the toy library, the researcher’s reflective
journals, as well as the field observations. The results of this study were as follows: (a)
The toy library was sponsored by the local administrators with the budget and equipment,
in addition to the support of the academic society; (b) the difficulties of the establishment
process were due to the lack of volunteers and parents’ participation; (c) the management
strategies and goals were adjusted as more efforts were applied to recruit volunteers; and
(d) the tribal children did not have many experiences in playing with various
factory-made toys; therefore, the toy library became their new paradise. Four
implications for the Chenxi toy library were: (a) cooperating with local schools and
making the toy library as children’s activity and parents’ information exchange center, (b)
using concrete rewards to recruit parent and student volunteers, (c) inviting local people
to design the toy library and DIY toys with tribal features, and (d) serving children in the
remote area along with the “Book Mobile” of the township library. Two suggestions for
future research were drawn from this study: (a) exploring the values of toys and toy

libraries, and (b) exploring the management of other toy libraries in Taiwan.

Key words: toy, toy library, indigenous children, play
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