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The Identification of “San Yue” Explained
by Yin-Liu Yang

TSuneSthI{uang*

Abstract

This article discussed and studied the identification of “San Yue” mentioned in
Yin-Liu Yang’s representative work “Chinese ancient music history”. Based on the
concept of academic freedom, it highlighted the explanations and associated issues
derived from “San Yue”. In order to assess the facts, this article explored the arguments
and discussed the comments as well as referred to ancient literature and books of modern
scholars for comprehensive analysis and arrangement. Skepticism of his arguments
further leads to the advantages and disadvantages of his opinions on related issues. The
name “San Yeu” originated from “The Rite of Chou”. Though it was not a major music
category during development of Chinese music, its scope was actually extensive,
including song and dance, acrobatic and other performances and related instrument play
which had become drama, folk art, acrobatic and magic performances. However, Mr.
Yang failed to elaborate on the origin of “San Yue”. The author actually found that it had
different names throughout different Dynasties. In early Chin Dynasty and the Han
Dynasty, it was called “Hundred Opera Plays”. Later, it became the general name for
Chinese ancient opera and acrobatic performances during the Period of Sui and Tang
Dynasties. Due to emerging of art among citizens in the Song Dynasty, it had
transformed to diversified traditional opera, Chinese folk art and acrobatics. There were
many other doubtful points in Yang’s explanation and comments on “San Yue”, the

author considered some of them inappropriate and criticized these views as well as made

" Adjunct Instructor, Department of Music, Taipei Municipal University of Education
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supplemental descriptions. The topic “The Identification of “San Yue” explained by

Yin-Liu Yang” was adopted for further discussion.

Key words: San Yue, Hundred Opera, Plays Mingle Music, Chinese Opera
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