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The Exploration
of Taiwan Landscape Itineraries
in the Qing Dynasty: Taking Meng-Lin
Chen and Ding-Yuan Lan for Example

Mei-Ling Huang’

Abstract

From the aspect of Taiwan landscape itineraries in the Qing Dynasty, Men-Lin
Chen’s Nine-Day Trip to Bei Xiang Hu, Looking at Mt. Jade, Ding-Yuan Lan’s Trip to
Hu Wei Xi, Trip to Shuei Sha Lia, Trip toZhu Zhan Pu, Trip to Hu Shan, Trip to Ji He
Bao, and Trip to Taiwan ShanHou Chueng Ba She, the writers started to describe the
mountain landscapes from regional, individual, and specific viewpoints. They began to
focus on natural landscapes, geographical environment, and human matters. Men-Lin
Chen’s writing motivation was different from Ding-Yuan Lan’s, so their itineraries
differed. Therefore, this article tries to analyze Men-Lin Chen’s and Ding-Yuan Lan’s
itineraries, to explore the specific local characteristics and implications of Taiwan natural
landscapes in the 18" century in their itineraries, to see if there are any differences
between the two authors’ writing focuses and strategies. Most important of all, what are
the meanings and contributions of the itineraries in the early Qing Dynasty to Taiwanese

itinerary literature?

Key words: Meng-Lin Chen, Ding-Yuan Lan, Travel notes, Taiwan literature
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