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Life Paths Into Environmental Action of Three
Environmental Organization Leaders in the Hualien Area

Shih-Jang Hsu*  Hsian-Shan Lee**

Abstract

The major purposes of this study are (1) to examine the significant life experiences on the
development of environmental action of three environmental organization female leaders in the
Hualien area; and (2) to establish the life paths that those leaders have followed as they have
developed environmental action; and to understand how various experiences are individually,
socially, politically, and culturally constructed as ‘significant’. The results indicated that those
significant life experiences were as follows: “experiences of natural areas (childhood)”, “experiences
of natural areas (adulthood)”, “beloved place destruction ”, “worry about environmental problems”,
“environmental organizations”, “returning to hometown”, “parents”, “friends”, “participating in
environmental organization”, “college club”, “social justice”, “life principles”, and “literature”.
Implications for environmental education development in the Hualien area are presented, and

recommendations for further significant life experiences research are provided.

Keywords: environmental action (responsible environmental behavior)

environmental education, significant life experiences, life paths
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