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Educating Process for Environmental Citizenship —

A Water Conservation Project at Primary School Campus

Chang, Jan Mann* Liang, Min-Hwang**

Abstract

This paper records the educational process that was engaged by a class of six grade students to
become environmental citizen at a primary school. The participated students took their roles as
members of campus and organized a “MIB water conservation team” to take actions including
persuasion and diffusing water conservation experiences at campus. By practically evaluating their
successful experiences on cleaning the washroom at school, the students discovered ways that met
both objectives of cleaning and water conserving. It made them feel more confident and self-efficacy
on initiating actions. Followed by making a camera project and a shooting of a video CD in the title
of “Time and Effort Saving Methods for Cleaning washrooms”, the team proceeded to plan
strategies of marketing, communicating, and persuade the four grade students to stop abuse water
during their cleaning activities. The whole processes were similar to the cycle of action research and
were consisting of many spirals of “planning, action, reflection, and diagnosing next problem.” By
reaching consensus on what shall be done at next phase, the team had overcome many barriers on the
road and finally reached their planned objectives.

This research found that democratic meeting and decision making process helped the team
members learn to integrate their experiences with problems and sought out collaborative actions in
each step. During this period, students changed their roles from followers to become actively
involved as partners. In the process of policy making, students grew up democratic norms and
intentions to comply with volunteer codes. The participants developed many virtues of
environmental citizen such as tolerance, justice, equality, partners and patience. By joining a real

world problem solving process, the students perceived the core issues of conserving water resources

* Kaohsiung Hoping Primany School Teacher
** Dong Hwa University Graduate Institute of Environmental Policy Associate Professor
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and practiced their responsibility as correspondences to the citizenship. This research also developed
a questionnaire to examine the impact of program. The results indicate that the participants gained
higher literacy and valued water resources than those students with same age. More over, they
realized that to be a civilian is not only to have the accurate knowledge, but also have to take correct
measures and actions. In addition, they had perceived the need to be sensitive to their partnership

and the need to do their best on their own duties.

Keywords: Environmental Citizenship, Environmental Action, Water Resources Conservation,

Action Researc
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