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A Survey in Hakka Meinung About Parents’
Language Abilities and Young Children’s
Language Uses at Home

Li-Chun Chang” + Chen-Feng Kuo

ABSTRACT

The purpose of the present study is to inverstigate Hakka parents’ language
abilities and languge uses at home between generations in Meinung. 302 copies of
questionnaire were sent out to parents of kindergarteners. The methodology of this
study was survey research. The statistic methods were descriptive statistics and
qui-square analysis. The results found :(1) Most parents in Meinung were
Mandarin-Hakka bilinguals or even Mandarin-Hakka-Minnanese trilinguals. The main
communicative language between husband and wife was Hakka. (2) The main
communicative language between parents and their children was Mandarin. In contrast,
the main communicative language between grandparents and young children was
Hakka. (3) Parents in Meinung thought the most fluent language of their children was
Mandarin. Hakka was considered as the second fluent language. (4) Significant
difference was found between children’s language fluency and parents’ occupations. (5)
Significant difference was also found between children’s language fluency and parents’

educational levels.

Key words: survey research, bilingual,Hakka, young children
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