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A Study of Parental Beliefs about Teaching
Young Children to Learn Number and
Operations

Yu-Jun Chen*, Pin-Hwa Chen""

Abstract

Research has been indicated that children develop a considerable body of informal
mathematical knowledge by engaging in all sorts of everyday activities that involve
mathematics. For young children, family is regarded as a primary arena for
socialization. Parents play an essential role on connecting young children’s early
mathematical experiences to mathematical knowledge. The purposes of this study are:
(a) to explore parents’ beliefs about the importance of learning number and operations
for their young children, (b) to investigate parental beliefs of learning and teaching
young children number and operations, and (c) to understand parents’ perceptions
about young children’s development of number and operations and their ideas about
when these concepts and skills should be taught. Thirty parents were recruited from
five preschools and kindergartens in southern Taiwan. The findings of this study
revealed that (a) only one parent identified mathematical learning as being the most
important goal for their young children, (b) the constructivist perspective was more
acceptable to the parents of young children when they talked about their beliefs about
teaching young children number and operations, and (c) most of the parents believed
that young children learn how to count and recognize numerals in their early life and

expected to teach these two skills and concepts before their children reach 4 years old.

Keywords : parental beliefs, number and operations, preschooler
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