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A Study of Strengthening Patriotism and
Loyalty to the Japan Sovereign in Schools
during the Post-Japanese Colonial Period: Take
Elementary School in Chiayi City as Example

Yuan-Long Tasi ", Shu-Mei Chang =

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate how elementary schools (including
public elementary schools and national schools ) instilled Taiwanese with patriotism
and loyalty to the Japan sovereign through rituals, Jin-ja festivals, and military songs
during the post-Japanese colonial period in Chiayi City. The study adopts the oral
history of twelve elementary school teachers and students graduated from elementary
school as the primary source datum, using written documents of the times. The
qualitative analysis software “ATLAS.ti” is used for coding, categorization, and
management of datum. The study has three conclusions: 1) Japanese instilling
Taiwanese in elementary schools with patriotism and loyalty to the Japan sovereign
centered around rituals involving the Japanese national anthem, educational rescript,
and portraits of the Japanese emperor or empress; 2) In teachers and students’
memories, the Jin-ja is highly respected and Jin-ja festivals helped transplant
Japanese culture into the Taiwanese mind and create further identification with
Japan; 3) Taiwanese were brought to recognize Japan’s dire situation through
military songs and fear of war.

Key words: Taiwanese education during Japanese colonial period, elementary school
in Chaiyi city, military song, Japanese national anthem, educational
rescript, portraits of Japanese emperor or empress
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