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Applying Cognitive Grammar to the
Pedagogy of Taiwanese Southern Min: The

03 3 ® 7
Case of “ui’”, “kau’ and “cing™

Yung-Sung Kuo -

Abstract

The semantic and syntactic relations among the temporal prepositions “ui® 7, “kau’

= 2

2
hl|

and “cing’ i in Taiwanese Southern Min are complex and fragmented. The
arbitrariness resulting from such relations poses a challenge to the grammar pedagogy of
“ui’ 17, “kaw’ 51 and “cing’ .” However, many previous related studies have discovered
that cognitive grammar insights can offer more coherent descriptions and explanations of
grammar. This means cognitive linguistic approach can reduce the arbitrariness perceived
by language learners and promote the efficiency of pedagogical grammar. Therefore, the
present study aims to reveal the possibilities of applying cognitive grammar in teaching
temporal prepositions of Taiwanese Southern Min. Based on the theories of image
schema, conceptual metaphor and categorization, this paper finds that cognitive grammar
insights are applicable to teaching “ui’ %, “kaw’ 71> and “cing’ i in reducing their
arbitrariness perceived by learners of Taiwanese Southern Min. In other words, the
perspective of grammar teaching based on semantic descriptions and interpretations can
increase the efficiency of grammar pedagogy in learning prepositions of Taiwanese
Southern Min. We believe that the present paper could contribute to developing cognitive

pedagogical grammar for Taiwanese Southern Min.

Key words: cognitive grammar, Taiwanese Southern Min, pedagogical grammar,

temporal preposition
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