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Abstract

In the history of Chinese literature, the equivalent recognition of various combinations
of literati was formed by unique origin and background. Among these combinations,
the equivalent recognition of Su Dongpo and Xin Qiji is a literary phenomenon worthy
of in-depth investigation. First, literary critics mentioning such equivalent recognition
often discussed about these two literati in the context of “powerful and free school”
Su was the pioneer of this school, and Xin passed it down. Therefore, the equivalent
recognition of Su and Xin is associated with “history.” Second, all previous discussions on
Ci (7 ) suggesting that Su and Xin shared equivalent recognition strongly emphasize the
dimension of “powerful and free” and comparing them with poets of “graceful school”
such as Chou Pang-yen and Liu Yung. Third, after the confirmation of establishment of
the equivalent recognition of Su and Xin, these two literati were constantly compared and
analyzed, their types of Ci were interpreted in a more subtle manner.

This paper probes into the third perspective mentioned above. This paper first
investigates and analyzes all previous representative literature suggesting that Su and Xin
are equally recognized. Second, this paper further discusses the important viewpoints on
the equivalent recognition of Su and Xin. For Su’s Ci, besides the idea “It is impossible to
learn the style of Su,” Chen Ting-Cho also investigated Su’s artistic styles and personality.
For Xin’s Ci, Chen apparently admired and focused on “depressive style” The distinctions
between the Ci styles of the two literati and the insights of Chen as “an argument
establishing a school” but also play an indispensable role in the issue of equivalent
recognition of Su and Xin.

Key words: Chen Ting-Cho, Discussion on Ci at Baiyuzhai (Bai Yu Zhai Ci Hua), Su Dongpo, Xin
Qiji, equivalent recognition
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