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Abstract

By reviewing reports and manuals of schedule of past sessions of the National
Intercollegiate Athletic Games, this study examined and analyzed “holding rituals” of
opening ceremony. The findings of this study are as follows: (1) Symbolic implication of
sacred fire representatives and lighting: selection of sacred fire representatives aims to praise
sports achievement of excellent athletes of the host schools in the past years and their efforts
to honor the schools; in-depth meaning of sacred fire lighting aims to promote the value
of sports life and sports spirit. (2) Symbolic implication of the oath, athletes’ oath taking:
the content of oath reveals the historical development process of the politics, nationality,
individualism & collectivism; by competition place of “equity/justice/disclosure”, it presents
“sports morality” and “sportsmanship” implied in oral declaration of “following all rules
of the game” and “obeying the referees’ judgment”. (3) Symbolic implication of athletes’
marching: by place design of athletes’ marching, it praises competitive sports, diligent
training and sportsmanship. (4) Symbolic implication of introduction of the national anthem,
the national flag and the flag of the game: by operation of political symbols and performance
of rituals, it conveys political identification and sports consensus such as national affection,
national spirit, political culture and intercollegiate athletic country. (5) Symbolic implication
of superiors’ and guests’ speech: it enhances advertising and promotion effect; it endorses
sports and physical education development; it reinforces the morale; it concerns about
administrative ethics and feedback to support of funds and social resources; performance
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place of politics and ideology. (6) Symbolic implication of performance programs: it livens
up the atmosphere of the game and creates the welcoming effect.

Keywords: sacred fire, athletes’ oath taking, athletes’ marching, superiors’ and guests’

speech, performance programs






