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Abstract

English learning anxiety of junior high school students is an issue which is worthy
of being discussed. Penghu has limited resources compared to places in the Taiwan
island. English is thus a difficult subject for students in Penghu, as they do not have
many opportunities to use the language. The study aims to find out how English anxiety
predicts English achievement among the 9th graders in Penghu. In this study, the data
collected from 668 9th graders. The grades of the Comprehensive Assessment Program
for junior high school students were adopted as their English learning achievement,
and the researcher self-made questionnaire as an instrument in investigation. The study
yielded the following results: (1) The junior high school students’ English anxiety was
relatively low, and anxiety in English communication and test anxiety were higher,
while anxiety in English curriculum and negative evaluation anxiety were slightly lower.
Besides, their English achievement reached the basic standard. (2) The male students had
higher anxiety than their female counterparts; the female participants had higher anxiety
in English communication and higher English achievement than the males. The lower the
family social economic status was and the more remote the school location was, the worse
the students’ English learning achievement would be. (3) Time spent on learning English
in cram schools and time spent on English learning positively predicted English anxiety
and English achievement. Besides, the higher students’ English learning anxiety was, the
lower their English learning achievement would be. (4) Students’ English learning anxiety
partially mediated between the English tutoring learning time, the duration of English
learning and learning achievement respectively.

Keywords: English learning anxiety, English learning achievement, English education, bootstrap
method
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to develop suitable materials for synchronous distance
teaching and to investigate the effects on students’ English speaking anxiety, speaking
performance, and learning attitude. The participants were 15 students from a rural junior
high school in Tainan and 15 college tutors from a national University in that area.
The junior high school students and college students paired-up in the Online Tutoring
for After-School Learning Project. The students and college tutors met for 90 minutes
every week, over 11 weeks in the fall semester of 2017. The researcher developed four
lessons based on issues related to the geographic region and the junior high school.
Two additional lessons were developed by the 15 college tutors based on the curriculum
structure established by the researcher. The effects of e-tutoring on English speaking
anxiety and learning attitude were measured by pre- and post-tests. In addition, students’
speaking performance was measured by a self-developed speaking test before and after
the program, respectively. Semi-structured interviews and document analyses were also
used as qualitative data in order to further understand the participants’ perceptions about
the distance learning program. This study adopted paired sample t-tests to analyze the
data. The results of this study show that the students’ speaking performance and learning
attitudes had positive improvement, while the students’ speaking anxiety and learning
motivation were not significantly different before and after they took part in the project.
Based on the findings, this study provides pedagogical suggestions to middle schools for
developing suitable course materials.

Keywords: e-tutoring, synchronous distance teaching, speaking anxiety, speaking performance,
learning attitude
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Surroundings — Farmer cooperation

The most famous products in Zuojhen is their
mango.In the Zuojhen farmer cooperation, you
can buy dry mango, mango pudding and mango

ice with fresh mango!
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