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Creative Assemblages - Boundary Narratives: Rahic Talif’s
“The Space of Fifty Steps” and Sakuliu Pavavalung’s “A
Memory of Light”

Ching-Yeh Hsu
University of Taipei, Taipei 100, Taiwan

Abstract

Boundary Narratives is the title of a 2015 joint exhibition of Rahic Talif’s The
Space of Fifty Steps and Sakuliu Pavavalung’s A Memory of Light. The two
artists, who are as closed as brothers, had considered this collaboration for more
than twenty years. One is Amis; the other is Paiwan. Boundary Narratives
showed the individual creativity of both artists, while also demonstrating that they
shared the same idea of “boundary” as infiltrative. In Rahic’s Amis tribe, it is an
artistic and cultural imagination for the idea of “in-between” that represents the
undetectable interval between day and night, like ritual imagination of “liminality.”
For Sakuliu, it was disturbing but humorous that “the age of fire” transformed into
“the age of electricity”- changing the life of his Paiwan tribe into the modern world.
The joint exhibition Boundary Narratives could also be seen to echo the idea of
assemblage introduced by Gilles Deleuze and Felix Guattari in their book A
Thousand Plateaus. The bodies that make up an assemblage do not remain static
but rather go through the processes of deterritorialization and reterritorialization.
On one hand, territorialization or reterritorialization resulted in a new stability in
the relations among a body, an act and passion. On the other hand,
deterritorialization can be seen in sociocultural practices which transform the
spiritual body and acts. Thus, the assemblage is productive and creative.
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