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Exploring and Reflecting the
Development of the Curriculum
Guidelines for the Students with Special
Needs in Taiwan for its Characteristics
In Practice

Tsuey-ling Lee

Professor,
Department of Special Education,
National Tsing Hua University

Abstract
The Curriculum Guidelines for the Students with Special Needs is very important to the
development of special education curriculum and instructions. The curriculum guideline was
stimulated from the old one to the new one, mainly to respond to social fluctuations and the trends
of inclusive education. This article explained the background and characteristics of the
development of different chronology, and evaluates its influence and reflection in practice for the

Curriculum Guidelines for the Students with Special Needs in Taiwan.

Key words: Curriculum Guidelines for the Students with Special Needs, special education

curriculum, curriculum revolution
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Pivotal Response Treatment
—Self-Initiations

Chu-Ting Ko

Associate Professor
Department of Special Education,
University of Taipei

Abstract
This article is to describe one of the core areas of Pivotal Response Treatment (PRT) —
self-initiations. The PRT intervention targets on four pivotal areas of children’s development,
including motivation, responsivity to multiple cues, self-management, and self-initiations.
Teaching children with autism the skills of questioning and commenting of “self-initiations are
addressed. Also, teaching social self-initiations to students with autism including adult-initiated,
peer-mediated, and learner-initiated strategies are summarized for educators.

Key Words: Pivotal Response Treatment (PRT), self-initiations, children with autism
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A Study on the Development of Tactile
Sign Language in Taiwan

I-Tun, Tseng

Associate Professor,
Department of Special Education,
National University of Tainan

Abstract

Because of impairment of both hearing and vision organs, the sensory input of deaf-blind
people is often substituted by tactile sense. Currently, communication modes used by deaf-blind
people in Taiwan are mainly either tactile fingerspelling or braille. However, most deaf-blind
people have additional disabilities, such as intellectual disabilities or other types of disabilities.
Therefore, the interpersonal interaction is particularly difficult for them. Most countries in Europe
and in the United States have their tactile sign language. We need to develop a set of tactile sign
language that is easy for us to understand and to learn, so as to facilitate deaf-blind students’
communication skills. The researcher followed the design principles of tactile sign language in
Europe and in the USA and developed tactile sign language in Taiwan. Totally, there are about 150
commonly used vocabularies in the set. It is hoped that deaf-blind people in Taiwan may benefit

greatly from using this tool and their communication development will be promoted.

Keywords: deaf-blind, Tactile Sign Language
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Parenting Stress and Efficacy
of Kinship Parenting
—A Case Study of a Middle School
Student with Giftedness and Autism
Spectrum Disorder

I-Hwey Wu Chia-Chen Chao Hsien-Ni Chen
Assistant Professor, Professor, Master Student,
Department of Special Department of Psychology Department of Child
Education, University and Counseling, University and Family Studies,
of Taipei of Taipei Fu-Jen University

Abstract

This study aims to explore the parenting stress and efficacy of a Kinship parent (i.e.,
relative caregivers), who raises a middle school student with giftedness and Autism
Spectrum Disorder (i.e., gifted ASD). This study used a case-study method to collect data
rating scales, qualitative interviews, and consultation records from the parent. The
kinship parent’s parenting stress was found to be in urgent need of professional referrals,
and was related to the child’s twice-exceptional characteristics and dysfunctional parent
‘child interactions. Provision and continuum of social support were found to affect the
mental health and parenting efficacy, which further changed the level of parental stress.
Suggestions are given regarding Special counseling as well as advocacy for legislation and

programs for Kinship parenting.

Key words: gifted Autism Spectrum Disorder(gifted ASD), Kinship parenting, parenting
efficacy, parenting stress
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Practice of Art Participation
for Adults with Visual Impairments
—Case Study of Life Aesthetics
Curriculum in the Institute
for the Blind of Taiwan

Hsin-Yi1 Chao

Associate Researcher,
National Taiwan Museum of Fine Arts

Abstract

In this study, eight adults with visual impairments involved the one-year curriculum of
life aesthetics in Institute for the blind of Taiwan. There were 24 classes included drawing,
calligraphy, printmaking, collage, sculpture, photography, and multi-materials, relating to
living experience and rebuilding their social abilities. The impact of art participation
activities on elderly people with visual impairments and the difference and causes of their
material preference were discussed based on an individual interview with each participant,
course records and social workers’ observations in order to organize art activities for them
in the sustainable society.

The results discovered that adults with visual impairments were active to express their
motivation and creative ideas no matter how worse their visions were. They cherished the
opportunity and encouraged themselves to engage with art creation after losing sight
instead. Second, photography and printmaking were selected as two most popular courses
from the interviews and questionnaires for the participants with visual impairments. On the
one hand, we can infer that printmaking’s tactile features, raised and concave, assisted the
visual impaired to recognize size, lines, and shapes by touching. Also, there were clearly
making steps to finish print alignment and ink to express color and images, so participants
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with visual impairment increased self-confidence by learning diverse tactile skills. On the
other hand, taking pictures was a popular activity for people, so the late visual impaired
could recall and repeat their visual experience and memory by photographic course with
volunteers’ audio descriptions.

In sum, the implementation of art engagement benefits for the visual impaired because
of not only the practice of multi-sensory techniques as a preparation for senior living in the
future but also building self-exploration and spiritual growth in psychological aspect.
Finally, we can expect to realize the idea of cultural equal right in friendly society.

Key words: people with visual impairment, art engagement, life aesthetics, cultural
equality
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Alternative Communication for
Autism Spectrum Disorder

Jie-Yu Wu

Graduated student
Dept. Special Education
University of Taipei

The purpose of the study was to investigate the effects of the Tablet PC of
augmentative and alternative communication (AAC) intervention on communication

behaviors for children with autism spectrum disorders (ASD). Results were consistent
with previous research showing that the use of the Tablet PC with the AAC application
could help to develop speech and language skills and promote initiative communication
behavior and oral expression for children with ASD. In addition, the Tablet PC with AAC
could also be used as Visual scripts, which have been demonstrated to be efficacious in
improving independent communication abilities and communication skills for children with
ASD.

Keywords: Autism spectrum disorders (ASD), tablet PC, AAC, Communication behavior
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