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Abstract

This article delineates the process and preliminary results of an experimental instructional
project integrating English into early childhood curriculum (hereby referred to as IEECE) in
Taipei. IEECE project aims at investigating whether developmental appropriateness can still be
maintained once English is added to early childhood education. Ten public kindergarten teachers
were recruited as research collaborators in this project. IEECE project started from September
2016 and is still under way. At the first phase, focus group meetings with experts in language and
early childhood education were held to reach consensus regarding the essence and operation of
IEECE. The goal of the second phase was to enhance pedagogical capabilities of IEECE with
series of workshops and field practices. Currently, at the third phase, site teaching, observation,
and peer debriefing serve as major mechanisms in IEECE professional development. However,
this article shared only reflective practices of the ten teachers at the first two phases. IEECE
activities related to daily routines and transition were frequently employed. The teachers
performed IEECE with confidence using songs, body movement, picture books, and games.
They were more likely to launch IEECE activities during circle time and in large groups, and
less likely during corner time and theme events. At the beginning, the teachers often mistakenly
perceived IEECE as language learning activities. Subsequently, workshops and field practices
boost teachers’ self-awareness and critical thinking abilities, as well as facilitate forming a
collaborative learning community. Bridging English education and early childhood education

and striking a balance is the next goal of this action research.

Keywords: Integrating English into Early Childhood Curriculum, Early Childhood
Education, Teacher Inquiry in Curriculum Innovation
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