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Abstract

Through “tonal-expression-based teaching” grounded in care-ethics, this study aims to
shift the emphasis of reading aloud in the Chinese language teaching in elementary schools
from an esthetically-oriented approach to a representation that combines aesthetical beauty with
ethical good. In addition, through learning activities of tonal expression, students are expected
to enhance their awareness and concern in interpersonal relationships. Using the four moral
education strategies proposed in care-ethics—modeling, dialogue, praxis, and confirmation as
basis, and through the knowledge of the DISC personality types —this experimental teaching
project emphasizes integrating emotions in vocal expression and guides students to become
aware of the personality types and emotions during communication. In addition, students were
encouraged to develop their understanding of and care for the actual feelings and thoughts of
their peers from varying perspectives and enjoy communication in interpersonal relationships.
The numerous processes and results included in this study were as follows: (1) voicing for
understanding; (2) voicing for empathy; (3) voicing for joy. In the final process of the teaching
program, students are able to express their inner feelings using appropriate tones of expression in
their caring actions toward others, thereby ensuring the greatest understanding and acceptability.
Furthermore, students are capable of analyzing their needs and those of their care receivers
through attentive listening, facial expressions, and appreciating their own distinctive thoughts
and reflections. Thus, they learnt to use caring actions to develop a healthy selfhood in group
life. Finally, this study suggests that, more than merely an aesthetic-recitation teaching method
for Chinese language education, a tonal-expression-based teaching approach plays a key role
in developing the essential emotions and capabilities for caring, achieved through the proper
integration of aesthetical beauty and ethical good in the teaching.

Keywords: tonal-expression-based teaching, recitation teaching in Chinese language
education, care ethics, moral education, DISC personality types
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