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Abstract

This study aims to investigate the impact of collaborative learning on self-efficacy of
the elementary fourth graders in social studies. A quasi-experimental design was adopted
as well as the classroom observation. The participants were fourth-grade students in
a Taipei municipal elementary school in Taiwan. The experimental group engaged in
collaborative learning in social studies class in a nine-week period, while the control
group was undertaken the normal social studies instruction in the same content. Two
groups of students were measured by the Learning Self-Efficacy Inventory on the pre-
test and post-test. Results of this study showed that no significant difference was found
in the implementation of collaborative learning in social studies on learning self-efficacy
of the elementary fourth graders. The authors attributed the lack of significant differences
to the short period of the experiment and teacher’s maintenance of students’ enthusiasm
in the control group. The subscale on the experimental group revealed that the post-test
score in the section of achieving learning objectives was significantly higher than that
of the pre-test. It indicated that the experimental group had gained greater confidence
in achieving learning objectives. As for the section of learning self-efficacy score and
the other five subscale results (persistence, verbal persuasion, homework completion,
willingness to learn, and physiological conditions) in the experimental group, the pre-test
and post-test did not show significant differences. However, the scores of the post-test
were higher than that of the pre-test. The authors suggest that the teachers continue to
implement collaborative learning in the experimental group for a longer period of time, it
is possible to significantly enhance students’ learning self-efficacy. Practical implications
and directions for future research are discussed.

Keywords: learning community, collaborative learning, learning self-efficacy, social
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