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Exploring the Connotation of “Long Xiang” 
in Li Bai's Poems — A Case Study of “A 
Poem Presented to Zhong Jun Gong at 

Lingyuan Temple in Xuanzhou”
 

Chen, Shiuan-Yu* 

 
Abstract 

“Long Xiang” is a Buddhist term for outstanding monks. “Long” (dragon) is a 
term commonly recorded in Buddhist scriptures. Li Bai had a deep connection with 
Taoism and was once an official Daoshi (a type of Taoist priest), but in addition to 
pursuing immortality and learning Taoism, he also contacted and built strong 
friendships with  Buddhist monks. This paper attempts to explore the source of 
"Long Xiang " as well as the origins of "Dragon". Does "Long Xiang" indicate a 
single particular concept? In other words, can we divide it to individual parts of sense? 
Can we simply focus on the existence of "Dragon"? Opinions are widely divided. In 
examining Li Bai “A Poem Presented to Zhong Jun Gong at Lingyuan Temple in 
Xuanzhou”, we probe into not only its contents but also the significant presentation 
methods. This way we can look into the connotations thereof, and thus enable readers 
to understand the great profoundness of the poem. Li Bai highly respected "Zhi Dun" 
among numerous Buddhist “Long Xiang". We find in this study that Li Bai used this 
term to describe and admire his friend, Zhong Jun Gong. The "Long Xiang" in Li 
Bai's poems could imply a complicated feeling mixed of anger and hope, because Li 
Bai was exiled and thus he could not give his fealty to the nation any more. 
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