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Confucianist principle of moral subjectivity, 

view of goodness of human nature, and 

shaping of the habitual nature of 

self-discipline 

 

Chi, Li* 

 
Abstract 

According to many scholars, especially New Confucianist,  such as Mou 

Zongsan, some kind of humanist thinking and the thought of subjectivity have been 

developed early in China, especially in Confucianism. The principle of moral 

subjectivity may be the central idea in Confucian humanism. However, Confucianism 

might be too optimistic and regarded human nature as good. According to S. Freud, id 

is the basic part of human nature. Superego derives from it. Moral self might not be 

the subject itself. Human nature might not be moral, and not necessarily progress 

toward moral. Good human nature might only be a limited part of complex human 

nature. Social practice of the principle of moral subjectivity may actually cover the 

bulging of problematic subject, and unintendedly encourage unbridled behavior. 

Confucianism tends to be lack of consciousness of human darkness. The principle 

of moral subjectivity may unintendedly inhibit the possible development of some 

institutional framework, such as rational law and rationalized religion, which may 

help to establish the moral subject and shape the habitual nature of moral 

self-discipline. That is, the habitual nature of moral self-discipline would less 

satisfactorily developed. 
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