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The Evolution of Western Philosophy of Science

Jung-Shiang Chen

Institute of Science Education, National Kaohsiung Normal University

Abstract

This paper tries to explain what is“philosophy of science”in the opening. Then the
author list three categories in the study of science philosophy. The author focus on some
familiar thoughts of philosophy of science and introduce their content, then point out their
problems and limitation, as well as illustrate historical causes that result in evolution.

In the next section, the author list a table that show the main stream of western
philosophy of science in accordance with Age. The author take two examples of history of
science to illustrate that the development of science does not follow fixed model, hence this
intensify the view of evolution. In the final, the author propose some topics to show the
importance and interests about the studying of philosophy of science : the first is talking
about the death of Copernicus, the second is showing the constructivism concept of Einstein,
the third is talking about the debate of objectivity of science, the last is analyzing the
influence of philosophy of science in science education.

Key words : STS, Cognitive Style, Science Learning

Key words : philosophy of science, epistemology, falsificationism, logical positivism.
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