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An Application of Universal Pragmatics on
Teachers’ Professional Development :
A Conceptual Framework for Analyzing
Teachers’ Professional Development

Guan-Chyun Lin*, Ming-Da Ye?

! Department of General Education, Fooyin Institute of Technology

? Kaohsiung Municipal Hsin Chuang Senior High School

Abstract

Any educational reform without being tied in with teachers’ professional development
will fail. In the past, the statement of teachers’ professional development which was probed
almost from the perspective of “cognitive instrument rationality” was concentrated on the
relationship between means and aim or on the objective process verifying the fact. This
article provides another conceptual framework for analyzing teachers’ professional
development from the perspective of  “communicative rationality”. The provided
framework had focus on the connection between teacher educators and teachers, which is
more important in the diversification age of education than ever because teacher possibly
comes from various teacher education channels. If teacher educators applied Habermas’
universal pragmatics in the teachers’ professional development process, they can bring up
the reason to support the target of their works, since through rational communicative process

not only teacher educators can find the foundation for rationality in pursuing the value, but

73



MEHEMRAREE —T/\H

also teachers can be converted into new beings and develop their profession continuously in
constructing the interpretation of their own needs. We practice the “ideal speech situation”,
certainly in the existing organization context, and thus create a new organization context. In
the process of teachers’ professional development, therefore, universal pragmatics provides
a conceptual framework for analyzing teachers’ professional development, and this
analyzing conceptual framework is also a practicing framework through which teachers’

professional development can be achieved.

Key words : teachers’ professional development,universal pragmatics,communicative

rationality
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