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Of Starting Points: Teaching the Nature of
Science

Guo-Chung Shiu*  Jing-Ru Wang?

! Chuang Ching Elementary School, Kaohsiung
2 Departement of Natural Science Education ,Ping-Tung Teachers College

Abstract

Given the importance placed on understanding the nature of science (NOS) by
the Grade 1-9 Curriculum in Taiwan, our purpose here is to describe how a
teacher (author') incorporated the NOS in his science classroom.

Author’ participated in a NSC research project conducted by Author? and other
two college teachers for five years. The content of this article involves Author* ‘s
understanding of the NOS and examples of embedding the NOS in science
teaching. There are four parts in this article: (1) the shift and consensus of the
NOS, (2) the related researches on teaching the NOS, (3) teaching the NOS as
a way of teaching “metacognitive learning”, (4) explicitly teaching the NOS.

Reflection of personal professional development, Author' recognized that
collaboration between two institutes: elementary school and college and,
understanding the history of science could help teachers.

Keywords: the nature of science, science teaching, teaching practice
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