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The Students are Conferred to the Concept of
Time Sequence and Cycle

Suei-chiou Chen' Jing Chung?

Changhua Municipal Ming-Sen Primary School
Department of Mathematic Education,National Taipei Teachers College

Abstract
This study aims to investigate students’ concept of time sequence and cycle
and the diversity between them. This study uses of the method of semistructure to
interview thirty-six students, six from each grade. The thirty-six students are
conferred to the concept of time sequence and cycle.
The results of the research are as follows. In students’ concept of time sequence:
1.they are influenced by the number of steps of an event, and the sequence prior
to inference is more difficult.
2.most students possess the concept of life event and time sequence language of
morning, noon, afternoon and evening.
3.In terms of days of a week, students’ performance of “the day before
yesterday,” “yesterday,” “today,” “tomorrow,” "the day after tomorrow,” the
fifth and sixth grades have more difficulty with the first and the last one.
4.in terms of the week sequence , as the grade goes up, more students use logic
inference.
In students’ use of time cycle:
1.the cycle of time language is more difficult than life event.
2.students’ performance of week concepts are poorer than that of life event and
time language.

117



RIS PR Y S

3.0ne common is that the element of the front is hard to understand.
4.some students’ are influenced by space representations.

From students’ performance, the cyclic concept is hard to master than the
sequence concept. In terms of the grade, students above the fourth grade have
possessed the concept of “ life event sequence” and “time language sequence” and
“week sequence”. As for the cyclic concept of the three sequence mentioned above,
only students above the sixth grade can complete it.

Key words : sequence, cyclic, conventional time, elementary school students
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