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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore a fourth grader’s performance of
solving rational numbers as operator tasks. The study was a case study. The
task-based interview technique was conducted whilst collecting data, and the
interview based on the student’s task-writing.

The major findings of this study were as follows: (1) the student applied
duplicator/partition-reducer with partition-reducer first, then applied this to solve the
problems. (2) He applied distributive law to solve the problems when the operators of
those problems were mixed fractions. (3) His cognition of multipliers has reached
“pseudo multiplier” stage. (4) If the original quantity could not be evenly divided, he
was not able to take the quotient, the new quantity, as a new unit to generate the
solution for the problems.

Key words : rational number, constructs, operator, case study
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