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Current Issues of Professional Dance Education at
the College Level in Taiwan: A Qualitative
Approach

Tsui-Ling Ting
Ming Chuan University

Abstract

This study aimed to investigate the current issue of professional dance education at the college
level in Taiwan. With the use of face-to-face interview, eight long-term dance educators who have
been teaching in the Department of Dance from six colleges in Taiwan participated in the present
study. The results demonstrated that from the perspective of teachers’ quality, since qualified teachers
were insufficient, teachers in such field were suggested to receive continuing education and their
teaching load should be decreased. From the perspective of curriculum, since the development of
course content was limited, qualified teachers were suggested to be promoted; meanwhile, teaching
materials and certification systems should be developed in the future. Concerning students’ future
career, the research results indicated that dance majors needed to promote their theoretical knowledge,
art as well as literary awareness, and employement qualifications. Moreover, few chances in the
employment market for the students who spent much time on their teaching training education were
revealed. From the promotion of dance education, this study showed that recruiting methods needed
some adjustments since private colleges tended to face the problems of student recruitment and the
reduction of subsidization of Ministry of Education for general dance education. Based on dance
teachers' opinions at the college level, it was hoped that teaching quality, teachers credibility,
students' development and the promotion of dance education could be improved to some extent.

Keywords: higher education, current issues of dance education, Department of Dance
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